
 

 

2PDKDa7ULEHa&RQGHPQVa&ORVHGl'RRUa1HJRWLDWLRQVaRQa%$$-$a0DQDJHUV¶a$PHQGPHQW 

The Omaha Tribe of Nebraska condemns the closed-door negotiations that produced the 
PDQDJHUV¶nDPHQGPHQWnWRnWKHnOLSDUWLVDQnxPHULFDQnxIIRUGDELOLW\nDQGnPREVnxFWntOxxPxoin6An
5653. We oppose the amendment and call on Congress to strike Title III in its entirety. 

While we thank the Coalition of Large Tribes (COLT) for acknowledging and taking 
responsibility for their participation in ³FORVHGnGRRUnQHJRWLDWLRQV´nVXUURXQGLQJn7LWOHnXXXn
amendments we object to this process for it undermined a massive outpouring of Tribal Nation 
opposition to Title III of BAAJA. Those negotiations proceeded while Tribal Nations across 
Indian Country were calling on Congress to remove Title III. Each Tribal Nation has the 
sovereign authority to determine its own position and decide who may speak on its behalf. Any 
organization negoWLDWLQJnLQnDn7ULEDOn1DWLRQ¶VnQDPHnPXVWnKDYHnWKDWn1DWLRQ¶VnH[SUHVVn
authorization. 

7KHn2PDKDn7ULEH¶VnPHPEHUVKLSnLQnC297nHQGHGnPRUHnWKDQnDnGHFDGHnDJRAnC297¶VnSXEOLFn
website still lists the Omaha Tribe, and we call on COLT to remove our name. The Omaha Tribe 
did not authorize COLT to negotiate on our behalf.  

 

https://nativenewsonline.net/opinion/setting-the-record-straight-on-colt-and-permitting-reform/
https://largetribes.org/


C297¶VnMXVWLILFDWLRQnIRUnLQVHUWLQJnWKHPVHOYHVnLQnIURQWnRInXQGLDQnFRXQWU\nLVnXQDFFHSWDEOHAnnC297n
QHJRWLDWHGnRQnEHKDOInRIn7ULEHVnZKRnDUHnbonQRWnPHPEHUVnRInC297nDQGnlonPHPEHUn7ULEHVnZKRnGLGn
QRWnJLYHnC297nH[SOLFLWnFRQVHQWnWRnQHJRWLDWHnRQnWKHLUnEHKDOIAn7KHnGLVFXVVLRQnSDSHUnt6HHnPRVKXDn
6HLJHOnRQn;nUHIHUHQFLQJn3XQFKERZOn1HZVonOLQNHGnLQnWKHnDUWLFOHnLVnDnGRFXPHQWnRQnC297n
OHWWHUKHDGnOLVWLQJn.n7ULEHVnZKRnVXSSRUWnVWULNLQJn7LWOHnXXXinDFWLQJnLQnGLUHFWnRSSRVLWLRQnWRnWULEDOn
OHDGHUVnSRVLWLRQVAn7KHn3XQFKERZOnDUWLFOHnLVnKLGGHQnEHKLQGnDnSD\nZDOOinEXWnFDQnEHnVHHQnKHUH“n

 

XQnWKLVn3XQFKERZOnDUWLFOHnDnOHDNHGnUHGOLQHnQHJRWLDWLRQnGRFXPHQWnZDVnUHOHDVHGnRQnC297n
9HWWHUKHDGnQDPLQJnWKHnIROORZLQJn7ULEHV“n 

 

We commend the Tribal Leaders with over 91 letters of opposition to BAAJA S. 5653 and a call 
to strike Title III, including the Great Plains Tribal Chairmans Association, The Nebraska 
Intertribal Coalition, and all four Nebraska Tribes, including the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska. 
Included in the letters of opposition are 9 7ULEHVnOLVWHGnRQnC297¶VnOHWWHUKHDGnWKDWnZHUHnXVHGnDVnDn
bargaining chip during senate negotiations. These letters of opposition to BAAJA Title III 
include: Northern Arapaho Tribe, Eastern Shoshone Tribe, Spirit Lake Tribe, Crow Creek Sioux 

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1132520902476961&set=a.191182979944096
https://x.com/SiegelScribe/status/2117751292042871275
https://x.com/SiegelScribe/status/2117751292042871275
https://coalitionfortribalsovereignty.org/baaja-section-106-resources/
https://coalitionfortribalsovereignty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/GPTCA-Letter-on-BAAJA-w.Amendment-Signed-F.pdf
https://coalitionfortribalsovereignty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/Joint-Tribal-Request-to-Eliminatr-Title-III-of-S-565321.pdf
https://coalitionfortribalsovereignty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/Joint-Tribal-Request-to-Eliminatr-Title-III-of-S-565321.pdf
https://coalitionfortribalsovereignty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/OTN-Letter_Fischer-S-5653.pdf
https://coalitionfortribalsovereignty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/NABC_Chairman_Press_Release_Permitting_Reform.pdf
https://coalitionfortribalsovereignty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/11-05-2026-Eastern-Shoshone-Tribe-Letter-to-US-Senators.pdf
https://coalitionfortribalsovereignty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/BAAJA-Letter-Spirit-Lake-Tribe.pdf
https://coalitionfortribalsovereignty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/CCST_BAAJA_Statement.pdf


Tribe, Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, Shoshone Bannock Tribes, 
Walker River Paiute Tribe, and Muscogee (Creek) Nation. Congress should look to the positions 
those Tribal leaders put in writing and seek direct confirmation before attributing any negotiating 
position to their Nations. 

We call on COLT to publicly identify every member Tribe that expressly authorized it to 
QHJRWLDWHnZLWKnCRQJUHVVnRQnWKDWn7ULEH¶VnEHKDOInUHJDUGLQJnOxxPxA We ask COLT to release any 
resolution it adopted in support of the bill or authorizing its role in negotiations, along with any 
7ULEDOnUHVROXWLRQVinOHWWHUVinRUnRWKHUnUHFRUGVnGRFXPHQWLQJnHDFKn7ULEH¶VnFRQVHQWnDQGnWKHnVFRSHnRIn
that authority. If COLT had no such authorization, it should say so publicly and clarify whose 
position it presented to Congress. 

Let us be clear, BAAJA was designed and written in the dark to the exclusion of Tribal Nations.  
Congress advanced Title III without giving Tribal Nations an opportunity to testify on its 
SURYLVLRQVnLQnDnSXEOLFnKHDULQJAn7KHnPDQDJHUV¶nDPHQGPHQWnOHDYHVnLQnSODFHnSURYLVLRQVnWKDWnZHDNHQn
Tribal consultation, reduces judiciary review and put sacred places and cultural resources at risk. 
Tribal leaders deserve an opportunity to address those provisions directly and on the public 
record. Joining in decision making as a collaborator does not make the BAAJA better it allows a 
deeply flawed bill more political cover and damages the proper message that Title III must be 
stricken. 

The Omaha Tribe urges Tribal Nations to continue calling for the removal of Title III. We call on 
the United States Senate and House of Representatives to hear directly from Tribal Nations and 
strike Title III from S. 5653 in its entirety. 

 

Cheyenne Robinson 
Chairwoman 
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska and Iowa 
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